NEW
SCHOOLS?

Building Schools for the Future is a new government
programme to renew secondary schools. Spending
will increase to £2.2 billion by 2005/06 by a mixture
of Private Finance Initiative (PFI) and direct public
investment. Four of the first wave local authorities
to be targeted for the new programme are in the
North East - Newcastle, Gateshead, South Tyneside
and Sunderland.

There is no doubt new and remodelled schools are
badly needed and there is enormous scope to combine
community, health and leisure facilities with schools.

But, the Government's Building Schools for the Future
programme means a new privately run Local Education
Partnership Company has to be set up

80% controlled by the private sector

10% by 'Partnerships for Schools' - a new

government quango

10% by the local council.
It is clear this private Company could eventually rival
the Local Education Authority.

The Buildings Schools for the Future programme is
not just about bricks and mortar. It also has a direct
affect on education policy. The programme demands
that the Local Education Authority must review its
educational vision - in full.

Also, the Education Authority must develop a strategy
for providing education that integrates a building
programme with service delivery and teaching as
well as with school management and community
use. Building Schools for the Future is therefore
designed to have an educational impact.

Council and teacher trade unions in Tyne and Wear
have drawn up a Charter of demands which are
essential to maximise the benefits of the Building
Schools for the Future and to minimise further
privatisation of Education and Council services.







